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German Vehicles, By Name

Sturmpanzerwagen A7V

	Sturmpanzerwagen A7V
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	Nation built by:
	German

	
	Year of use:
	1918

	
	Crew number:
	18

	
	Performance:
	5.6mph

	
	Armour:
	10-30mm Iron Plate

	
	Armament(s):
	57mm Cannon, 6 MG’s


Although several designs of tracked and wheeled vehicles had passed before the German military prior to the tanks battlefield debut, it was not until after being on the receiving end of the attack at the Somme that plans for Landships were really taken into account. A military department was quickly set up with the task of designing a landship, and the accepted result was the A7V, of which 100 were ordered. By the armistice, only 20 had been made.
The A7V was a slow moving fortress; armed with captured Belgian 57mm cannons, and no less than 6 Heavy-machineguns. It had a better engine and speed than most British tanks, but due to a 20cm ground clearance, it was easily immobilized cross country. It was also very heavily armoured, but the available armour was lower quality than used by the British.
The A7V was first used outside St Quentin in March 1918, at the opening of the German spring offensive, where two of five such vehicles managed not to brake down, and with Stormtroopers captured 150 British soldiers.

The A7V was also a combatant in the first ever “tank duel,” where three Mk. IV’s met three A7V’s outside Villers-Bretonneux. The A7V’s managed to eliminate two of the Mk. IV’s, but were eventually defeated. On the same day an A7V managed to successfully engage several Whippets, whose MG’s were ineffective against the iron beast. Tank combat had begun.
Although only twenty A7V’s were made, about thirty chassis’ were converted into load carriers
, and at least two chassis’ were assembled into “Hedi” variants, with a more sloped roof and boiler plate instead of iron. They were armed almost as “females,” with just MG and anti-tank rifles in place of the cannon, although this was probably due to availability rather than a tactical decision.
	The A7V In-game
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	Notes:
	· The A7V can be used from 1918, after the construction of a High Command.

· The 6 Maxim heavy machineguns allow the A7V to plow down infantry and softskins from any direction.

· The Nostfeld 57mm cannon is effective against lightly armoured units and structures.

· Due to its thick armour it is relatively safe from small arms and MG, although solid shell fire from cannons will easy defeat the plate.
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� With the designation Ueberlandwagen.
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